Pataki’s to cancel all lifetime handgun licenses in NY
Gov. Pataki’s budget proposal to cancel all lifetime handgun licenses in the state and create a new 5-year renewable license is a betrayal to his supporters.  The proposal allows NY State to charge $100 each time a license is re-certified and allows each county to charge an unlimited fee and creates or raises other county and state fees.  Currently 4 counties are allowed to set their own fee. Nassau charges $200 and NY City charges $255 with a proposal to increase the fee to $345. Those fees would be increased $100 and because Gov. Pataki needs the money in the 04/05 budget, ALL licenses must be re-certified by 2/2/05. This will create an undue hardship on not only the license holder but also each County Clerk and Sheriff Offices across NY State who must recertify hundreds of thousands of licenses across the state in only 7 to 9 months.

New York State has one of the most restrictive handgun licensing schemes in this country that already unduly restricts the free exercise of our rights by being based on the century-old Sullivan Law.  You must have a license, that can take 6 months or more to get, even to handle a handgun, every gun you own must be listed, you must be pre-approve by your issuing Judge for each handgun you purchase and the issuing Judge is allowed to restrict when, where, how and even for what reason you can have your handgun.  Because of the strict controls and requirement and the fact that the law was structured so that any Judge in NY can revoke anyone’s license at any time for any reason, when the legislators created the current law over 80 years ago, they set fees and allowed licenses to be good "until revoked" because they knew that in the future a renewable license would subject license holders to additional abuse and extortion.

The purpose of having the strict controls and requirements is to prevent criminals and other people who are disqualified from owning guns to own guns legally. No one is arguing that fact.  The purpose of keeping fees as low as possible is to allow those qualified to legally own handguns to register them no matter if they are rich or poor.  High fees discriminate against those who are poor, senior citizens and others who are on a fixed income.

Just because you only own long guns and no handguns does not mean that this does not matter to you.  That is what they thought in NY City until they passed new laws in 1967 that registered all rifles and shotguns with a fee of $3. The anti-gun New York Times editorially vowed the bill "would protect the constitutional rights of owners and buyers. The purpose of registration would not be to prohibit but to control dangerous weapons," and in another editorial they expressed concern that "too-high license fees right off the bat would undermine effective operation of the law. The idea is to get maximum registration for the public safety."  The year after the law was passed the fees started being raised until now the fee is $55 with Mayor Bloomburg proposing a $144 fee for a 3-year license.   After NY City had everyone’s name and address they were able in 1991 to pass a flat ban of certain semi-automatic rifles and shotguns.  Westchester had state law changed to have a 5-year handgun license just last year but the original proposal included the licensing and registration of ALL long rifles and shotguns, even those only used for hunting.

Gov. Pataki was first elected as a conservative Republican and because people were fed up with of the ultra-liberal policies of the Gov. Mario Cuomo.  High Taxes, liberal spending policies, paying for union votes with taxpayer money and new gun controls, were some of the reasons that voters rejected Cuomo and chose Pataki.  Gov. Pataki sought the support of gun owners but after a few years he proposed and forced passage of gun control laws that were worse than those proposed by Cuomo.  Pataki’s proposals were drawn up without any input from groups like the NY State Rifle and Pistol Association so even the provisions that would have been acceptable and supported by most gun owners contained flaws that made them ineffective or unjust.  Now Pataki is doing it again.  Now Pataki is proposing the same anti-gun laws that Cuomo proposed in a form that is even worse that what Gov. Mario Cuomo proposed. All gun owners should contact Pataki and their other representatives and ask them to reject these provisions of the new budget just like they rejected Gov. Mario Cuomo’s proposals.
