1/25/2006
xxxxxxx

Dear xxxxxx:

I was surprised to find the Town of XXXXXXXXX Police Department listed as supporting a new law that will further restrict LAW ABIDING gun owners in NY under the guise of a new assault weapons ban.  This list is published under the heading of New Yorkers Against Gun Violence as a link to NY State Assembly Majority Leader Sheldon Silver’s January 9, 2006 Press Release.  This bill has gained support because New Yorkers against Gun Violence was not totally honest with its petition that it sent out asking for support of the bill.  They left out that this bill will have a big impact on some of New York’s most active competitive shooters and turn many legal gun owners who legally purchased guns into criminals because they will not be aware of the new law and even if they know a new law has passed, they will not think that the gun that they bought would be included.

I just want to remind you that Sheldon Silver is the person who has fought for several years against the laws that Gov. Pataki recently had passed during the Special Session at the end of 2005 that raises the penalties against those who attack and kill police officers and it was Sheldon Silver who is responsible for the Death Penalty being remover from the bill.  Sheldon Silver has never been the person who supports punishing criminals and has fought hard against the passage of Megan’s Law, the death penalty and the current attempt to improve NY’s laws against sex offenders.


Besides being badly written, (how many handguns have you ever seen with a telescoping stock?), this gun would ban many common guns including many tube fed 22 caliber rifles, shotguns and handguns including handguns used in the Olympics.  If this bill passes, many people who shoot in the Orange County 22 caliber Bullseye Pistol League will have their 5 shot target handguns defined as “Assault Weapons” and will not be able to own them.  How many people do you know would think that a Ruger 10/22, 22 caliber rimfire rifle would be an “Assault Weapon” just because it had a thumbhole stock or any other rifle with a thumbhole stock for that matter?


I would like to know if you have a copy of the petition that you signed in support of this bill and, if possible, can you please send me a copy along with any other information that was provided to you.  Also, can you please inform me as to where you saw this petition and who presenting it to you?

I am also requesting that you send a letter to the sponsors of the bill in the Assembly and Senate and the head of the Senate and Assembly requesting that your name be removed from the petition stating that the impact of the bill was not fully explained in the information that was provided and that while you might support some additional changes to the laws concerning “Assault Weapons,” you would prefer that the law provide for additional penalties for criminal use of these types of weapons rather than further restrict law abiding gun owners.

	NY SENATE BILL S5504

	Sen. Frank Padavan

Room 505, State Capitol

Albany, NY 12247

(518) 455-3381
	Senator Joseph L. Bruno

Room 909 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
(518) 455-3191

	NY ASSEMBLY BILL A2466A

	Assemblyman John W. Lavelle

LOB 456
Albany, NY 12248
518-455-4677
	Assemblymember David Koon

LOB 643
Albany, NY 12248
518-455-5784

	Assemblymember Ivan C. Lafayette

LOB 646
Albany, NY 12248
518-455-4545
	Assemblywoman Vivian E. Cook
LOB 331
Albany, NY 12248
518-455-4203


Please also contact our local NY Senators from Orange County, 

	Sen. William J. Larkin Jr. 

Room 612, Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
	Sen. Thomas P. Morahan

Room 848 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247

	Sen. John J. Bonacic

Room 815 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247
	


Thank you,

George W. Rogero

